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For Fur-ther Information . ..

You can find more information on our web site at pacsnj.org!
. Find out “What's New” by following links on our home page or clicking on “News”

. Read other issues of our newsletter by clicking on “Burlington Reports”, or join our
email list to be notified when new issues are ready for viewing

. Click the link for any issue of the newsletter to comment on that issue’s content. Start
or join a discussion!

o Hover over “Burlington Reports” on our navigation menu to find “Links for Further
Reading” for more information on topics mentioned in Burlington Reports, or click on
“Share with Squirt” to share a question or story in our Squirty’s Words column

o Click on “Furry Angels” to learn about pets currently available for adoption, read about
pets who have found their Forever Homes, read or submit to the Funny Pages, read
Letters From The Heart, or download forms

. Read about Paws and Claws Society’s programs or see “Gems of Wisdom and Pearls of
Knowledge: Humane Messages” at Compassion Central

. Find statistics and No Kill information on Tips From The Trenches

. Read articles about pet care (and even use the age calculator to find out your pet's age
in human years) at Caretakers’ Corner

. Look for “Share this page” == on any page in our web site to share the
content via Facebook, twitter, email, or one of several other services

Hoppy St. Patrick’s Day!
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" Hello. Burlington here.

February is the month
- for Valentine's Day, as

earlier this week. She
was busy signing a stack of paper
things called valentines that she
takes to school every year, and as
she sealed them into the envelopes
and wrote the names of their
recipients on the front of each, she
told me about the kids in her class.

“This one is for
Mark,” she said,
“He’s new. | don't
really know him
that well.”

She told me about
Jessica and Scott, and how
everybody knows they are in love,
and about the way some kids say
that Mallory is in love with David but
they're really just good friends.

I smiled as | listened to her.
Friendship is the most important
part of a great romance, but Mallory
may be a little too young to realize
that. Many people may be surprised
to learn that | know anything about
romance, but | do.

I'll never forget the day | met
Breezy. We were still kittens, and 1
didn't call her Breezy yet. That came
later. | was older than she was; I'd
been weaned and had been away
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Burlington The Cat’s Lost Love

but she and her litter-mates were
still nursing. I'd been given as a
surprise gift to a lady who turned
out to be allergic to me. She put me
in her car and took me to the alley
where | grew up and lived until 1
met Mallory and the rest of our
family.

"There are other cats here," the
allergic lady had said, "You'll be ok."

After she drove away and I realized
she wasn't coming back, | went to
meet the other cats she was talking
about. The only other cats I'd ever
known were my mother and my
littermates. | wondered if they were
the cats she was talking about, but
they weren’t. These cats were all
very different from what I'd known
a cat to be. For instance, | have
stripes, and my mother had stripes,
and all my siblings had stripes. Only
one of these cats had stripes, and
they were orange, not gray like
mine. Some of the cats had spots.
Big spots and small spots, or mostly
black with a splash of white on their
chest. A couple were completely
black and one was solid gray. But
nobody looked like me, or my
original family.

“1 think I'll call you Stripe,” Breezy
said when we met, “You look very
exotic with your gray stripes.”

I thought she looked exotic, with
her soft yellow-red and white fur. I'll
never forget :
that first time |
ever saw her,
snuggled up and
napping with her

(Continued on page 3)
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Burlington the Cat

(Continued from page 2)

mother. | kept a safe distance for a
while, observing the colony without
getting too close.

After a day or two, Breezy and |
began to talked to each other, and
her mother was nice to me. The
other adult cats didn't really like me
at first, but in time they got used to
me and accepted me.

In the weeks after we met, Breezy
and her brothers and sisters grew
bigger and more independent, and
their mother taught them all the
important things they would need to
know in life, like how to hunt, how
to groom themselves, how to
defend themselves, and when and
where to hide from danger when
fighting back is not an option. She
would play with them while she was
teaching them, and she often
included me in their games. My
mother had already taught me those
life skills, but I played anyway, and
helped the younger ones out a bit,
because it was so much fun, and of
course, because | enjoyed spending
time with Breezy.

My favorite
game to
play with
Breezy was
Chase.
That's where you run
really fast, past
another cat, and they
chase you. After you
let them chase you for §
a while, you suddenly
stop and turn to face them. They
immediately stop in their tracks and

then turn and run, and you chase
them. It's a lot of fun. One day,
when we were playing Chase, |
observed that Breezy could run as
fast as the wind. That was the same
day that | realized that being with
her gave me that happy sort of
feeling like the breath of a warm
spring breeze across my whiskers.
That was when | started calling her
Breezy. Everyone seemed to like it
and it became her official name.

As the months :
rolled by and spring ‘f’
turned into
summer, Breezy
and | spent all our
days together. We
would play Chase until we were
both so tired we couldn’t run one
more step, and then we would find
a nice spot to nap in the afternoon
sun. After nightfall, we would look
up at the stars together and talk
about our hopes and plans for the
future.

One morning, as we were exploring,
our noses were tickled by a
tantalizing scent. We followed it and
saw that it led to a large enclosure.
It was made out of wood and wire
and was propped up on a stick, like
a funny canopy. There, underneath,
was a bowl of some flaky, fishy
delicacy.

Some of the other cats were already
on their way over to check it out.

“Stop,” warned a voice from behind
us, “Don’t go in there.”

We turned to see Breezy’'s mom

(Continued on page
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standing there.

“Why?” we asked, “Didn’t you smell
that food?”

“It's a trick,” she said, “That'’s called
a trap, and humans put them there
to catch cats. There have been cats
who went under the trap who were
never seen again.”

We looked back at the enclosure,
our eyes wide.

“Those that do come back tell
stories of very strange and
frightening experiences.”

We promised Breezy's mom we
would never to go into the traps. |
kept my vow for a long time, until |
met Mallory, in fact, when | went
into the cage that her mother, now
my mom, put out for me. It was a
different type of cage, though, and
I knew I could trust Mom because |
already knew Mallory by then.

Breezy kept her vow for a few
weeks, until one afternoon when
we'd all gone without food for a
few days. The people who worked
in the shopping plaza and usually
left food out for us had been away
for days. It must have been what
Mom refers to as a Holiday
Weekend, when lots of people don't
go to work for a few days in a row.
On top of that, it had rained for
several days and hunting was
difficult as well.

Breezy was so hungry that, when
e came to the edge of the

Burlington the Cat

wooded lot that ran along side the
alley and she saw the trap sitting
there, the familiar bowl of pungeant
-scented fishy food inside, she
licked her lips and said to me, “I
can't resist anymore, Stripe. | just
can't.”

“You have to,” | said.

“I'll bring back some of the food for
both of us,” she said, and before |
could stop her, she ran to the cage
and joined a few others from our
colony.

“No, wait!” | shouted, trying to
catch up to her.

| was too late. She started to eat
the food and at the same moment,
| noticed a string that was tied to
the stick as it was pulled taught,
the stick flying out and the trap
falling around my sweetheart and
some of my friends!

“Breezy!” | yelled.

Her cries in return were drowned
out by the cries and growls of the
other cats, and by the voices of
several humans who came running
up to the trap. They covered it with
a cloth that I now know is called a
sheet and belongs on the sleeping
place called a bed, and | couldn’t
see Breezy anymore. In the
commotion, they somehow moved
her and the others into separate
small cages, also covered with
sheets, and took them away.

| didn’t see her again for a very

(Continued on page 5)
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(Continued from page 4)

long time after that day. | thought 1
would never see her again, ever,
especially after some of the others
returned a few days later, funny
scents all over them and some of
their belly hair missing, and they
had no idea where she was.

| was brokenhearted.

I swallowed hard at the memory
while Mallory told me about
Valentine’s Day this week, and then
I smiled as | recalled what
happened just last month.

Mom took me to
Dr. Tails for my
annual checkup
and shots. She
put my carrier
down on the
waiting room
couch and | peeked out from
between the squares in the carrier
door. | heard the bells on the office
door as someone else came in.

“Oh, hello, Helen,” | heard Mom
say.

“Paige! How are you?” a woman
replied.

And then it
happened. The
woman put a carrier
down next to mine
on the couch. |
turned to look and
who did | see in that other carrier?
Right! Breezy!

“Stripe?” she said, her eyes wide

when she saw me.

“Breezy!” | said, “Oh my gosh! I've
missed you! What happened to you?”

At the same time, | heard the lady
say to Mom, “I adopted Patches from
the rescue group that does TNR
behind your store.”

Mom looked over at Breezy and me
and Said, “Oh my, look at them. They P'\ RENTII\(}
seem to like each other!” 154 st s e s G 0
| turned to Breezy and said, “You're
called Patches now?”

“You can still call me Breezy,” she
mewed.

“And you can still call me Stripe,
even though my family calls me
Burlington.”

“They actually seem like they know
each other,” Breezy’s mom said.

Mom replied, “Maybe they do. |
rescued Burlington from behind my
store.”

They were both smiling at us. We
purred and reached our paws
through the doors of our carriers,
trying to touch.

“You know,” Mom said, “I take
Burlington in to the store with me a
few days a week. You could bring
Patches for a visit and they could
play together.”

“A play See “For Fur-Ther
date,” Information” on page
Breezy's one to learn about
mom said, links for additional
“What a reading on topics mentioned in
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great idea!”

They did just that, in fact, two days
later. Breezy and | caught up on
everything that had happened in our
lives since we last saw one another. We
played Chase through the store (she is
still the fastest runner | know), and we
played with my toy mouse. She told me
about the people who put the traps out,
with the food that was so hard to resist.

“It's called TNR,” she said, “That stands
for Trap, Neuter, Release or Trap,
Neuter, Return. They aren’t bad people
after all. In fact, they are doing a very
good thing!”

“Really? What are they doing?”

“They catch stray and feral cats in those
traps and they take them to be spayed
or neutered.”

“l know those words,” | said, “That
means they can’t have kittens anymore,
right?”

“Right. Then, if the cats are able to be
adopted and live with people, they find
homes for them, like they did for me. If
not, they return them to the colony,
knowing they won't continue to have
more babies that would have to live on
the streets.”

“I'm so relieved,” | told her, “I'm glad

we both
See “For Fur-Ther have
Information” on page | human
one to learn about families
links for additional now, and
reading on topics mentioned in I'm also
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glad we can see each other again.”

When the afternoon sun began
streaming through the front
window, we hopped up onto the
window seat and sprawled out.

“Cats are solar-powered,” Mallory
often teases, “That's why they lie in
the sun so much. To recharge.”

We do love lying in the sun; that's
for sure. Have you ever watched a
cat, as the afternoon progresses
and their favorite patch of sunshine
gradually moves across the floor?
The cat will get up and follow it,
lying down in a new spot every few
feet until the sun is gone for the
day. Occasionally, if the cat
becomes too warm, he or she may
lie in a cooler spot for a few
minutes, and then return to the sun
to continue the “recharging”
process. It's all about balance, you
know.

: I rolled over onto my
) ' side and turned my
head upside-down in
that way that seems
to fascinate humans, and I looked
over at Breezy. She
took a deep, satisfied : l
breath at that
moment and exhaled
without even opening
her eyes.

The only thing better than relaxing
in the sun, | think, is . . . relaxing in
the sun with someone you love.

“h Happy Valentine's Day,

& c everyone!
) ] %....

L
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Squirty’s Words . . . From The Rainbow Bridge

In memory of Squirt, a longtime friend of Paws and
Claws Society who passed away on Mother’s Day 2011
at the age of 16%, Burlington Reports added a new
section to remember pets who have passed. Ask Squirt a
question, or share your pet memorial story on our web
site (click on Burlington Reports). Let Squirt meet your
pet(s) at the Rainbow Bridge and escort them to Pet
Heaven.

Question: If | have a cold, can my cat or dog catch it
from me? Can | catch a cold from my cat or dog?

Answer: A quick internet search on this question reveals that there are many differing
opinions out there! To answer the question, we must first look at what we mean when we
talk about a “cold”. Many people confuse a cold with the flu. They can be very similar. In
humans, a cold can be caused by any of thousands of viruses, while there are only three
types of viruses that cause the flu, according to an article on the CBS News web site. The
thing that seems to cause confusion about this question is that the cause of colds and flu in
dogs and cats is different than in humans.

According to a post by an administrator on pets.ca, “In cats, the most common "cold" is
viral (herpes/calici virus) and more recently it has been demonstrated they often get a
bacterial “cold" from Bordetella bacteria. The most common “cold" that dogs get is a

combination of Bordetella and Flu virus. In cats, they usually sneeze in rapid succession and
dogs usually manifest as a cough”. An article on pets.thenest.com tells us that humans
cannot catch the feline type of herpesvirus or calcivirus. The Bordetella bacteria (Kennel
Cough in dogs) “has been implicated as an infrequent cause of infection in humans,
primarily in immunocompromised patients exposed to infected animals, although infections
have also been reported in immunocompetent individuals as well,” according to the Public
Health Agency of Canada.

More than one commenter on forums and articles that turn up in a search of this question
have said that their pets have, in fact, caught colds from them, although most medical
professionals maintain that it isn't possible. What may have happened, however, is that the
humans had the flu or another similar iliness, which their pets caught, and in the pets it
manifested as a cold.

The important thing is to always take precautions, just as you do to protect your own
health. Keep your pets up-to-date with their vaccines, as many common pet ilinesses can
be prevented. Wash your hands often, keep surfaces in your home clean, and if your pet
shows any signs of illness (cold symptoms or other symptoms), visit your veterinarian.
Symptoms such as sneezing or watery eyes could indicate a cold, but also be sure to pay
attention any time your pet is not acting like his or her usual self. Even changes in behavior
such as going potty in inappropriate places can be in indicator of iliness. An article on

WebMD tells us that the six most common signs of illness (of all types) in our pets are:

=

Vomiting or Diarrhea
Lack of Appetite or Decreased Activity

Urinating More or Less Frequently

Coughing

Hair Loss or Itchy Skin

> oA woN

Stiffness, Lameness, or Difficulty With Rising
Peace, Love, and Head-Butts,
Squirt
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of abuse offenses.

ers, and serial killers all have very high likelihood (up to
100%!) of a history of animal abuse.

A pdf on the Schenectady County SPCA web site lists na-
tional crime statistics showing that:

e 48% of convicted rapists abused animals in the past

included animals

animals
o 100% of serial killers have abused animals

e 50% of all children and 66% of all male children are
exposed to cruelty to animals

Registries For Animal Abusers

While many legislators are working diligently in favor of a
national registry for convicted animal abusers, similar to the
national sex offender registry, there are groups, cities, and
individuals who are also compiling records that can be very
helpful in screening would-be adopters of pets for histories

Not only are animal abusers known for repeating their of-
fenses, but links between animal abuse and violence toward
humans are astounding. Rapists, spouse abusers, child abus-

e  70%-80% of spousal abuse victims situations have also

e 88% of child abuse situations have reported cruelty to

A registry of convicted animal abusers would not only alert
animal shelters, veterinarians, and the public about potential

Abuser & Abused

ABUSER
70% of Abusers have records of
their own crimes.
Animal Abuse is the first waming sign for the abuse to spread

Animal Abuse
Can be intentional, neglect, to
degrade a family member or
discipline a child/family member

Child Abuse Victims Domestic Violence Victims
Statistics show, greater chance of 70-85% of domestic violence
becoming an abuser when child is | | victims have also reported violence

subjected to ongoing abuse towards animals

s Animal Cruelty Reporting Hotline 518-755-9517

animal abusers in their communities, but would also provide
an indicator of potential violence toward humans. If citizens
and law enforcement can be aware of an animal abuser’s
presence before her or she abuses another animal, or hurts
or kills a person, or commits the crime that lands him or her
on the sex offender registry, perhaps many people and ani-
mals alike can be spared a lot of pain.

See our web site for links to information about proposed
legislation as well as already existing databases of animal
cruelty cases that have been or are being investigated in and
around a given zip code.




