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What’s New at PACS

o Why do people give up their
pets? Read the Top Ten
Reasons for Cat / Dog
Relinquishment

« New Jersey Teen Raises
Funds For Animals. The
Paws and Claws Society

Here is a peek into some of the donated $5,000 to Beacon
happenings at PACS lately. Animal Rescue at the "Dog
You can read more details on Day Afternoon” fund raiser

at Bonefish Grill in Egg
Harbor Township in
August.

our web site at pacsnj.org.

« Grant applications now
being accepted by Paws .  Download a free copy of A

and Claws to fund no-kill No Kill Primer: Inside
programs and services. Nathan Winograd's

Redemption, the "cliff

« Paws and Claws now has a notes"-like version of
pet humor page, called Nathan Winograd's

The Funny Pages! Visit groundbreaking book.

our site and check it out!
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1 Hello. Burlington

Are you enjoying
-, the transition to

the Fall weather
here in the
Northeast U.S. ? If you're like my
family, that crisp, cool air probably
infuses you with anticipation for the
upcoming Fall and Winter holidays.
Halloween is right around the
corner, and before we know it, it will
be Thanksgiving, then Christmas/
Hanukkah, and then New Year's Eve
and New Year's Day.

These are all very exciting times for
humans, but can be confusing and
scary - even dangerous - for pets.

I remember that first Halloween
with my family. 1 was still a young
cat at the time. Mallory and Matthew
dressed up as a brother and sister
singing duo that was popular back
when Mom and Dad were babies. |
think their names
were Donny and .
..um . .. Marie,
| think. That part
important.,

Matthew was wearing purple socks
with a white suit and Mallory was

Burlington the Cat’s Scary Halloween

teasing him about his socks. |
didn't understand why they were
doing that, or whether his socks
had something to do with the
reason they kept talking about
being “a little bit country and a
little bit rock and roll”, but
apparently it was all part of the
game of dressing in a costume.
They were having fun and |
always enjoy being a part of
things when my humans are
enjoying themselves.

Well, Dad went out with Mallory
and Matthew and while they
were gone, Mom sat with me and
we watched TV. Specifically, she
watched TV and | tried to nap on
her lap. | wasn't able to get
much sleep, however, because
the doorbell kept ringing.

Each time it would ring, | would
follow Mom while she left her
chair in the living room and
picked up a big bowl of candy
from the foyer table before
opening the door.

Let me tell you, the hideous
things | saw that night have
never left my memory! Scary
monsters, grotesque deformities,
and even . . . yes . .. dogs. Big
dogs. Some of them were real,
dressed in their own costumes,

Continued on Page 3
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Burlington the Cat (from page 2)

accompanying their humans, and
others were really humans dressed
up as dogs. A couple of them were
cute, like Scooby Doo, but there
were others that the humans called
werewolves that | cannot even
begin to describe. The fangs on
those dogs still make me shudder
when | think of them.

Later that night, Mallory and | laid
on her bed and she scratched
behind my ears and explained
what I'd witnessed. It was called
Halloween.

"Kids  dress
in costume,"
she said,
"Sometimes
adults dress
up, too. And
kids go door
to door and
say, 'Trick or
Treat', and the people who live
there give out candy."

"Why?" | asked her, wordlessly,
but she understood.

"Just because it's fun, | guess,"
she replied, "It's like playing
pretend. It's fun to pretend to be
someone or something else for a
little while."

I'd meant "Why do humans give
other humans treats for mis-
behaving,” as | knew that my
people would not reward me if |
purposely frightened them. In fact,
not so long before that night, |1 had
thought it would be funny to hide

beside the sofa and jump out at
Mom's legs when she walked by,
but she was carrying a glass of
red wine and she didn't think it
was funny at all. She also didn't
praise me, or give me any treats.

I crawled close to Mallory and
curled up next to her leg, then
closed my eyes and began to
purr. She stroked my fur.

"Were you scared by all those
trick-or-treaters?" she asked.

I laid my head on her knee in
response. Truth be told, I'd been
scared. Scared and confused.

"Oh, Burlington, | wish I'd have
thought about that earlier. We
would have put you in my
bedroom with the door closed.
I'll bet the sounds were scary for
you, too, weren't they?"

| stretched and flexed my paws
as if | were kneading bread, and
she knew that translated to my
feeling safe and cared for, and
she said, "Then from now on,
every Halloween, I'll set up a
nice safe space in my room with
food and water and a litter box,
until after the scary part of the
night is over."

I gave her knee a kiss in thanks.
She has kept her promise ever
since.

Mallory and Matthew also protect
me from the candy in their tric

Continued on Page 4
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or-treat bags,
as well as other
candy and
treats they
receive at
other times
during the
year.

Most people already know that
chocolate is deadly for dogs, but it
might surprise you to learn that it is
equally dangerous for cats. And
chocolate is not the only treat your
pet should be protected from. Too
much sugar in general is not good
for us. Our bodies aren't used to
consuming sugar, or the wrappers
that candy is often covered in. We
don't know any other way to
remove those wrappers other than
with our teeth, and sometimes we
swallow them, leading to potential
blockages and all sorts of
unmentionable discomfort.

Before putting her candy out of my
reach that night, though, Mallory

Bu rIington the Cat (from page 3)

reached into the bag and pulled
something out.

"Mrs. Lewis from across the
street gave me a Halloween
present for you." She reached
toward me with something round
and orange in her hand. "She got
one for her cat and he loves it."

When she placed the object on
the bed in front of me, | slowly
leaned toward it and sniffed. It
smelled heavenly. It was a cat
toy that looked like a pumpkin,
and it was filled with catnip.
Immediately, | rubbed my cheeks
all over it, intoxicated by its
aroma, and it is still among my
favorite toys.

How wonderful! I got a treat and
didn't even trick anybody!

% %%

You: Kind, genuine, tender, compassionate,
come and get me.

Me: Warmhearted, spirted, fun, affectonate, waiing. <

Mutts, copyright 2004 Patrick McDonnell
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Sweepstakes For Your Pets!

While they may not include Ed
McMahon knocking on your door,
there are a lot of sweepstakes out
there that have to do with pet
products.

- e @

Hills Science Diet is hosting a
Sweepstakes for their Healthy
Mobility line of dog food, to award
30 winners free pet food for a
year. Visit their web site for details
and to enter.*

- % @

Fresh Step Cat Litter is offering to
make someone’s cat a star in their
commercials. Their summary of the
rules state:

Your cat is so ready for the spotlight.
So how do we get her there? Take a
look at these pointers to help make

your video the best it can be.

Video size must be under 2GB

Keep the focus on cats, not
humans

Try to keep it under 2 minutes

We like cats being cats, not
staged

Try to shoot in good light
Avoid package labels

Please no music due to licensing
rules

Title your video and write a small
description

For more information or to enter,

visit the Fresh Step web site or
their YouTube channel.*

* o9 @

Dog owners in Germany have
a unique opportunity to help
Nestle Purina test a new
commercial for Beneful dog food
that is targeted, not at the dog

owners but at the dogs
themselves.
The story on myfoxny.com

explains that “the advertisement
includes three sounds that can be
picked up by dogs, including a
squeak that is similar to the sound
made by dogs' toys as well as a
high-pitched ‘ping’. Another is a
high frequency tone that can be
captured by dogs, but which
humans can barely hear.”

The story as reported on
petproductnews.com goes on to
say that “As part of the campaign
in Germany, Nestlé Purina is
running an online sweepstakes
through October. To enter, dog
owners have to select which
sound their pet responded to the
most. The winner will receive a
year's supply of Beneful dog
food.”

The commercial can be viewed on
myfoxny.com, as well as a video
of the reaction of a dog watching
the commercial.*

* Full links can be found on our
web site, pacshj.org. Click on
Burlington Reports.
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October 1st was Catoberfest Live,
the main event in the Tabby’s Place
Catoberfest fund raiser.

Tabby's Place, as defined on the
About page of their web site, “is a
cage-free sanctuary that provides
refuge to cats in hopeless
situations.”

The October 1st event included a
silent auction, where folks placed
bids on over 100 items including
getaway trips, fine art and antiques,
electronics, jewelry, gourmet food,
and more. There was also live music
by Sarah Donner and Dave Cahill, a
live broadcast by WCTC 1450, pet
related merchandise for sale, a
reading and book signing by New
York Times best-selling Homer's
Odyssey author Gwen Cooper, a pet
psychic, low-cost microchipping, pet
behavior classes, a Blessing of the
animals, food and beverages, and
tours of the facility.

By visiting the Tabby’s Place web
site at tabbysplace.org, visitors can
view a virtual tour of the facility
which includes photos and video.
Volunteers and staff members
conduct portions of the video tour,
each explaining a specific area of
the facility and what they do.

The thought and care that went into
the design of the building is both
apparent and impressive. The cage-
free plan provides communal
living environments for the
cats. Each cat is placed in

Tabby’s Place Catoberfest Auction

a “suite” that is appropriate for
their own unigue needs, whether
or not the particular cat is able to
live with others, is on a special
diet, or has health or behavioral
issues. The in-house medical
facility provides for testing,
treatment, and surgery, and
special attention is paid to
maintaining a clean and disease-
free environment.

The cats have plenty of space for
exercise and play, with a variety
of angles and textures to
stimulate their interest. Cozy
cubbyholes are perfect places for
catnaps.

Outdoor enclosures with ramps
and ceiling-level “sky walks” allow
the cats to venture out for some
fresh air and sunshine, or to
watch the birds in the nearby bird
houses outside the enclosures.

The Catoberfest event was not
only a fun and imaginative
fundraiser, but was also a great
opportunity to make people
aware of the work that Tabby's
Place does and how well they do
it.




Burlington Reports
Paws and Claws Society, Inc., Thorofare, NJ

Www.pacsnj.org
Issue 4, October 2011
Page 7

Partners in Prevention Not Destruction, since 1993

Squirty’s Words . . . From The Rainbow Bridge

In memory of Squirt, a longtime friend of
Paws and Claws Society who passed away on
Mother’s Day at the age of 16%2, Burlington
Reports added a new section to remember
pets who have passed. Ask Squirt a question,
or share your pet memorial story on our web
site (click on Burlington Reports). Let Squirt
meet your pet(s) at the Rainbow Bridge and
escort them to Pet Heaven.

Question: Squirty, What is the best
way to acclimate a new kitty
member to the household?

Squirt: The key to introducing a

new cat into a household where a
pet or pets already live is S.L.O.W.
Cats need time to get to know new
feline family members and to establish their ground rules with each other.

S = Segregation - Prepare a safe and comfortable place for the new cat or
kitten, in a separate room like a bathroom or a bedroom. Make sure the new
kitty has a clean litter box as well as fresh food and water and toys. If at all
possible, include something that Kitty owned prior to coming to the new
household, so that the scent of it is familiar. The new kitty and any other pets
that already live in the house will hear one another through the door, and they
may sniff under the door to become familiar with each other. They may also
grow! or hiss. Be patient with them; they are expressing their discomfort at the
unexpected change in their environment, and also communicating with one
another as they decide who will be the animal “boss”.

L = Love - Give all of your pets extra love and reassurance as they adjust to
the idea of living together. They need to know that they are not being
punished and that adding to the pet family is a good thing.

O= Outings - Take turns allowing the new kitty to roam the house while the
other pets are safely kept in other rooms, so that the new kitty will begin to
feel at home in the house, and also so that the other pets will become used to
the newcomer’s scent in all the rooms of the house. Eventually, you will
introduce the new Kkitty to your other pets, but keep their visits short at first,
allowing them to spend a little more time together with each outing, until
finally they will establish their rules for
living together and you will be able to || “When | was getting to

allow them free roaming in the house. || know my sister, Emily,
we established a ground

W = waiting - Your pets will make rule that worked for us:
this adiust t at thei ‘Keep at least 18 inches
is a jU'S mer! :?1 eir own pace, so between us at all times”.”
your patience is important. Your .
reward will be happy, contented pets - Squirt
who will enjoy each other’s company.




Society, Inc.

Paws and Claws Society, Inc.

1017 Grove Avenue
Thorofare, NJ 08086

Partners in Prevention Not Destruction, since 1993

Visit us online at www.pacsnj.org

All content, unless otherwise noted, © Paws and Claws Society, Inc.
All rights reserved. All artwork is either created for this newsletter,
found in the public domain, or used by permission.




