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What’s New at PACS

Here is a peek into some of the
happenings at PACS lately. You
can always read more details
on our web site at pacsnj.org.

e Update on our New Jersey
High School Library book
project: The last of the books
have finally shipped, and
should be received by schools
all over New Jersey by June
1st!

e The results are in! The
winners of this year's Circle Of
Compassion For Animals
Senior Scholarship Award have
been announced:

Best ldea

Prize - $1,500.

Marissa Miller

Mainland Regional High School

Atlantic County
1st Prize - $1,000.
Emma Elmer

Mainland Regional High School

2nd Prize - $750.

Jared Kohr -
Egg Harbor Township High story about how the kids are
School affected.

3rd Prize - $500.
Danielle Shenk
Charter-Tech High School

Cape May County

1st Prize - $1,000.
Anthony Di Cicco
Middle Township High School

2nd Prize - $750.
Joseph Safaryn

Lower Cape May Regional High
School

3rd Prize - $500.
Danielle Breckenridge
Ocean City High School

Just for fun, check out the
Caretakers Corner page on our
web site for calculators to
convert dog and cat years to
human years. How old is your
dog or cat?

Pet Abandonment Hurts. See
our Compassion Central page
to read "How Could You",
written through the eyes of the
abandoned pet, and "Whatever
Happened to Hope", a true
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! Hello, Burlington

here. We met in

the April
newsletter, so

~ you know a little

. bit about me

already.

I didn’t tell you very much about my
human family, yet, however. Today
I'm going to share a little about
Mallory, the youngest member of my
family. She’s nine years old in
people years, which would be, oh,
not quite six months in cat

years. She hasn't quite reached that
gangly stage, where she'll be all
paws, or as they call them, legs.

She is remarkably intuitive and
communicative. In fact, she and |
have developed a language of our
own, and she often translates for
the adults when | need to get a
message to them.

Something funny about humans is
that they are often much more open
to their senses and instincts when
they are children, and as they grow,
they somehow stop listening to that
inner knowledge. We cats know we
must never stop listening to our
instincts. They are imperative to
our very survival. Mallory may
someday forget how to "hear" me
with her instinctual hearing, but for
now, she understands me. | talk to
her with a combination of thoughts
and physical clues.

After I'd been living with my family
for about six months, Mallory
mentioned to her parents that she
thought | was bored during the day,
when she and her brother were at
school and their parents were at
work. The family brainstormed
over dinner about how they

Burlington the Cat Saves Binkie

might remedy that.

Mallory said, “What if we took
him to the store with us during
the day?”

My eyes opened wide and |
purred to let her know that the
idea intrigued me.

The store she spoke of was
called "Paige Turners", a used
book store in the center of
town. It was owned by my
family and cleverly named by
Mallory's mother, Paige

Turner. To the children and
me, she was simply "Mom", but
Dad called her Paige.

The Monday after that family
discussion began like any other
day, but after | ate my breakfast
and chased the fuzzy thing with
the bells that Mallory loves to flip
up into the air for me, Mom
came into the family room with
that thing they call "carrier”. |
didn't care for it as a rule. Okay,
to be completely honest, | hated
it, and for a long time would go
to undignified lengths to avoid
being put inside it. It seemed
that any time they brought it
out, we always went to the
funny-smelling place they call
"vet". But that is another story,
and eventually | adjusted to it.

It also helped that Mom wasn't
saying "vet" that morning.

"Would you like to go to the
book store?" she asked me.

| knew that "book store" was the
place I'd met Mallory; specifically

Continued on Page 3
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Burlington the Cat (from page 2)

the alley behind the store. | was
interested in exploring the place
where my family spent so much of
their time.

We arrived at the store and Mom
showed me a litter box and food
and water bowls that she'd set up
in the back room for me.

| went about exploring every
corner of the store, taking in all
the mingled scents and interesting
shapes and spaces.

There were
shelves and
shelves of books.
Some of the
shelves had
spaces just large
enough for me to
crawl into. There was a table in
the center, with a few chairs, and
against the side wall was a
machine that made that heady-
smelling liquid that my family
made in the kitchen every morning
at home. The humans tended to
refer to it by a few different
names, but apparently some of
them drank it all day and the
majority called it "coffee".

After my expedition through the
store, | was tired. | found a large
window in the front of the store,
with a deep sill. | curled up there,
filtered sunlight streaming in and
warming my fur, and | napped.

| awoke some time later when |
felt Mallory's touch on my paw,
which meant her school day was
over. | stretched and yawned, and
when my eyes opened again,
something caught my attention

in the parking lot. | sat up and
watched. There it was.
Movement. In one of the cars
parked out front. | fixed my gaze
on the passenger side window and
sure enough, two ears popped up
into view, followed by the worried
face of a small hairy dog. His
tongue was hanging out of his
mouth and | immediately knew
what he was trying to say.

| turned to Mallory.

"Rawwwrrr," | said loudly, and she
looked up at me. | turned back to
the window and put my front
paws against the glass, kneading
to direct her attention to the
window.

"Awwww," she said, "Are you
enjoying sleeping in the window?"

I rolled over onto my back and
opened my mouth, mimicking an
over exaggerated thirst. Mallory
stroked the fur on my belly.

| flipped my tail |EEEERINES
and sat back T
up, patting the
window pane
again.

Finally, Mallory
saw it.

"Oh no!" she said, "Somebody left
that dog in that car with the
windows rolled up!"

Sometimes humans don't know
that a car acts like a greenhouse
in the sun, quickly reaching

temperatures much higher than

Continued on Page 4
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Bu rlington the Cat (from page 3)

those outside. Even on days that was hurt. I'd never forgive

are somewhat cool, the temperature myself!"

inside the car can rise to deadly

levels within a matter of minutes. The adults were all crouching
around Binkie and his owner had
Mallory ran and found her mother his leash in her hand, so | felt
and the two of them went outside in safe in leaving my perch by the
search of car's owner. | watched as window. | jumped down and
they walked around the car, looking went over to Mallory, rubbing

inside. A few minutes later, a against her leg. When she
frazzled-looking woman ran from looked down to smile at me, |
one of the other stores in the stood on my hind legs and

shopping center. They exchanged reached as high as | could,
some conversation and the woman  touching a display rack of
opened the car and got the dog out. bumper stickers. Most were

I watched as they carried him humorous and all had some
toward the book store, and through message about books and
the front door. reading, but Mallory immediately

knew what | was trying to say.
| backed up, my fur standing on

end, as | kept my eyes on the dog.  "What if you educated other

I wanted him to be ok, but my own people?" she suggested to the
territorial instincts kept me on woman, "With bumper stickers
guard. and flyers that warn about

leaving pets in cars?"
. Mom brought the
? R 2 water bowl she'd The woman loved the idea, and
“‘r )
ied

room for me and noticed my presence and began
A gave it to the to bark. Somewhere in the

@ put in the back  as they discussed details, Binkie

dog, who drank  barking sounds, | heard him say,

é— @" gratefully. "Thank you."

"l thought I'd only be a minute," the "You're welcome," | said with a
dog's owner said, her voice catching soft trill in my throat, and |

with emotion, "And then there was a retired to the back room. My job
long line at the register and, oh, | for the day was done.

don't know what I would do if Binkie D3 089,

\ ) -
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Many Plants and Flowers Dangerous To Pets

In our last issue, we included a section
called “Remember Pets As You Spruce
Up For Spring“. There are many
common landscape and house plants
and flowers that can present a danger
all during the year, however.

Here is a partial list, gathered from
www.earthclinic.com. Visit the
Burlington Reports page of our web
site to find a link for the full list.

The ten most common poisonous
plants:

Marijuana - Animals who attempt to
snack on this plant can suffer serious
consequences such as diarrhea,
vomiting, increased heart rate,
drooling, in-coordination, and even
possibly seizures and coma.

Sago Palm - While the seeds and nuts
of this plant are most poisonous, the
entire plant is toxic. Animals ingesting
parts of this plant may suffer from
diarrhea, vomiting, depression,
seizures and liver failure.

Lilies - Plants of the lily variety are very
poisonous to cats. Even very small
amounts of this plant could cause
serious kidney damage.

Tulips - The toxic portion of this plant
is the actual bulb, which can cause
drooling, central nervous system
depression, gastrointestinal irritation,
cardiac issues and convulsions.

Azalea - The toxins in azalea plants
can be very severe and potentially
cause drooling, diarrhea, vomiting,
central nervous system weakening and
depression, and in some cases possibly
coma or death.

Oleander - All portions of this plant
are poisonous and can cause
gastrointestinal irritation, hypothermia,
heart problems and possibly death.

Castor Bean - Poisoning as a result of

this plant can cause abdominal pain
drooling, diarrhea, vomiting increased
thirst, loss of appetite and weakness.
More serious cases could also lead to
dehydration, tremors, seizures,
twitching muscles, coma and possibly
death.

Cyclamen - The most poisonous
portion of this plant is located in the
root. Ingestion of the plant can cause
severe vomiting and gastrointestinal
irritation.  In some cases death has
been reported as a result.

Kalanchoe - Ingestion of this plant can
cause gastrointestinal irritation and
cardiac rhythm and rate problems.

Yew - Poisoning as a result of the yew
plant can affect the nervous system
and cause in-coordination, trembling
and breathing difficulties. 1t may also
result in gastrointestinal irritation,
cardiac failure and could possibly lead
to death.

Some other well-known, common
plants that can be toxic to pets:

Apple - The seeds of an apple can be
poisonous to pets.

Caladium - a houseplant that is
poisonous in its entirety.

English Ivy - Is an ornamental vine
that is completely poisonous but
especially the leaves and berries.

Jerusalem Cherry - Is an ornamental
plant whose un-ripened fruit and
foliage are poisonous.

Laurels - This is a type of shrub with
poisonous leaves.

Oaks - Are trees with poisonous
leaves and shoots.

Wisteria - Is an ornamental
plant containing poisonous seeds
and pods.
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